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	Our Ref :  DB/wa
	
	Date :   16 November 2011


Dear Parent 

Curriculum for Excellence – S3

I write to update you on the latest developments to our curriculum.  As you are no doubt aware, along with all other schools, we are now following the guidelines laid down within the Curriculum for Excellence framework.

All students have an entitlement to courses that meet the seven principles of curriculum design:  challenge and enjoyment; breadth; progression; depth personalisation and choice; coherence and relevance.  At Elgin Academy, we have made significant progress in ensuring that curriculum experiences and outcomes are now delivered through a range of teaching approaches and methodologies enabling students to become more actively engaged in their learning.  

In concurrence with the Moray Council and Education Scotland (HMIe), we have produced a curriculum plan that captures the spirit of Curriculum for Excellence.  This requires a major shift in perspective for all from the traditional views of the curriculum when the secondary phase was deemed to be too narrow-focused and exam driven.  

In previous years, a great deal of dialogue centred around attainment and the coursing of pupils for exams. Pupils (S1-S3) will now follow a Broad General Education (BGE) which will allow them to experience a greater depth and breadth of learning.  In S3 all pupils will continue to study Expressive Arts, Language and Literacy, Health & Wellbeing, Mathematics & Numeracy, Religious & Moral Education, Sciences, Social Studies and Technologies.  This equates to Maths (4 periods), English (4), Modern Languages (2), PE (2), RME (1), Home Economics (1), Social Education (1) and Technical (1). 

In addition, a degree of personalisation has been built into the curriculum as follows: 

· Pupils will continue to study two social subjects, two sciences and two expressive arts (2 periods for each) 

· Pupils may also elect to study a third Science, Social Subject, Expressive Art, a second Modern Language or Computing (2 periods)

Further information regarding this curriculum plan will be available at a Parents’ Information Evening to be held in the school hall on Monday 28th November 2011 at 7.00 p.m.  There will be an opportunity for questions and to find out how the experiences and outcomes within the Broad General Education relate to the S4-6 curriculum.   

We look forward to seeing you at the forthcoming meeting.  

Yours sincerely 

David Barnett 

Head Teacher 

            The Moray Council Educational Services 


