Study Theme 3E – The Politics of Development in Africa

With reference to specific African countries (excluding the Republic of South Africa):

“The United Nations Organisation (UNO) has been effective in promoting development.”

Discuss.

“Pass” and better answers should feature developed, exemplified knowledge and

understanding of:

The part played by the UN in promoting development in Africa

The factors that limit UN programmes in promoting development

And

Balanced comment/analysis on the extent to which the UN has been effective in promoting

development.

Answers may refer to:

• The UNDP and Progress towards the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) of 2015.

• The UN agencies and their roles:

- WHO: promotion of health is seen as crucial to development. Examples include eradication of polio with mass vaccination programme in Somalia, Kenya and

Ethiopia. 3m children under 5 vaccinated.

- UNESCO: promotion of education is also seen as crucial to successful long-term development.

- ILO: aims to promote rights at work, encourage decent employment and enhance social protection.

- UNFPA aims to reduce poverty and ensure that every person enjoys a life of health and opportunity.

- UNIDO helps developing countries and economies in transition.

- FAO and IFAD work to reduce hunger by giving direct support, sharing information and expertise, and undertaking research to improve food supplies.

- World Food Programme (WFP).

• UNICEF − is not funded by UN but relies on donations. Works closely with UN agencies in responding to crises and promoting development.

• Co-operation between the IMF, the World Bank, the WTO and the UN to promote development.

• Partnerships with voluntary organisations.

• Extent of and access to fresh water supplies and impact on health. UN Development

Report of 2006 states it will be 2040 before MDG for fresh water supply reached in sub-Saharan Africa.

• FAO reported a rise in the numbers (265m) of hungry in sub-Saharan Africa in 2009.  Impact of rising food prices and lower employment levels.

• Extent of available health care. Long-term health problems created by malaria infection, HIV/AIDS, etc., affect the most economically active section of the population and slow development.

• MDG 2 (education provision) likely to be missed by 15 countries by 2015. Explanation of role of education in breaking the ‘poverty cycle’.

• Climate change and impact on agriculture in marginal areas. Prediction that some staple foods eg maize production will decrease by 30% in future. Mismanagement of soil.

• Conflict. 20 major conflicts in Africa since 1960. In 2009, 13 countries affected eg Darfur. Huge obstacle to development − destruction and death, disruption to food supplies, financial cost, etc.

• Debt. G8 has cancelled debts of poorest 14 countries (estimated $200bn) but African countries still repay more in debt than receive in aid.

• Terms of world trade including price fluctuations affecting cash crops. Dumping of subsidised farm produce on local markets. Import tariffs and restrictions. Impact of ‘Credit Crunch’.

• Corruption and land tenure issues eg Zimbabwe and collapse of economy. Legacy of colonisation.

• Political instability, military coups (DR of Congo) and economic mismanagement eg commentators have questioned the sustainability of Uganda’s Poverty Eradication Action Plan.

• Divided views within UN membership towards best way forward; failure of many developed countries to give 0.7% of GNP to UN.

• Effect of natural disasters eg floods or drought.

• Other relevant points.

15 marks

Study Theme 3E – The Politics of Development in Africa

With reference to specific African countries (excluding the Republic of South Africa):

Assess the influence of Non Governmental Organisations on development.

“Pass” and better answers should feature developed, exemplified knowledge and

understanding of:

The influence of NGOs on development.

Other factors that influence development.

And

Balanced comment on/analysis of the influence of NGOs on development.

Answers may refer to:

NGOs

• Work closely with many UN programmes and agencies.

• Respond to “development threatening” emergency and crisis situations.

• Good at small projects; handle these well and are sensitive to the needs of the local population, involving it in the decision making process; promote bottom-up development.

• Emphasise the “African” delivery of development.

• Create the physical human and social capital that raises the likelihood of future social and economic development.

• Neither create dependency nor discourage of local enterprise.

• Contribute to the international debate on development.

• May be used for political ends by governments that source them.

• May make things worse by easing the pressure for reform.

• May prevent an immediate famine but undercut local farmers, thus risking future famine.

• Eventually leave it to local government structures to sustain any improvements.

• Accused of a lack of transparency and accountability, of duplication of effort, and of embarking on short-term impact projects.

• Seen by their fiercest critics as a new form of colonialism.

• Increasingly asked by donors to provide measurable proof that they make a difference.

• View that aid is fragmenting: there are too many agencies financing too many small projects, using too many different procedures. “Fragmentation is the opposite of effectiveness” (Lennart Bage, head of IFAD).

• Operate at the whim of the government in whose country they are working.

• Claim by Professor Sir David King (former UK Government Chief Scientific Advisor) that NGOs from Europe and America are turning African countries against sophisticated farming methods including GM crops in favour of indigenous and organic approaches that cannot deliver the continent’s much needed “green revolution”.

Other Influences

• The attitude of African governments – some welcome NGO activity, particularly in education and healthcare provision, but others see them as interfering or even as a threat.

• ‘Good governance’.

• Debt.

• Globalisation.

• Commodity prices, food prices, and the terms of trade.

• Bilateral and multi-lateral aid agreements.

• Conflict; countries affected by civil violence may lose, on average, just over two percentage points of growth a year and need 14 years to get back to normal.

• Investment in infrastructure.

• Land ownership.

• Population growth.

• Natural disasters.

• Other relevant points.

15 marks

Study Theme 3E – The Politics of Development in Africa

With reference to specific African countries (excluding the Republic of South Africa):

Assess the importance of education and health care to successful development.

“Pass” and better answers should feature developed, exemplified knowledge and

understanding with reference to specific African countries (excluding the Republic of

South Africa) of:

The role of education and health care in development

Other factors that contribute to development

and

Balanced comment on/analysis of the importance of education and health care to successful development.

Answers may refer to:

• education and health care provision (neither widely available free of charge in Africa), seen as fundamental to a country’s economic and social development.

• impact of literacy levels, school enrolment, levels of expenditure on health and education (public and private) in both actual and percentage terms, life expectancy, and infant/child mortality rates on development.

• lack of properly trained teachers, overcrowded classrooms, lack of teaching resources.

• African countries cannot afford to fund free health care. Health care professionals attracted by conditions in more developed nations.

• impact of HIV/Aids and Malaria.

• initiatives to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger/empower women/make cash available to encourage local businesses (on average it takes 64 days to register a business in Africa).

• importance of property rights and the rule of law.

• impact of other factors on development: good governance, conflict, debt, aid (and its uses), international investment, globalisation, types and levels of a country’s natural resources.

• Millennium Project has set up 12 “research villages” (target of 1000 by 2009) in 10

African countries to pioneer models of development (The Magnificent Seven) that can be copied but there is an admission that successful implementation depends upon foreign aid.

• even when aid is “properly” used, development does not come overnight: when

Zambia’s foreign debt was reduced; most of the savings were spent on recruiting teachers and improving health care (fees for basic health care removed). Nevertheless,

Zambia remains poor and still depends on aid.

• Mali is one of only five African countries to have fully qualified for America’s

Millennium Challenge Account with its stringent criteria for good governance.

• Niger is the second poorest country on the planet but it is a democracy and has a free press. There has been a very slow response to its problems.

• according to the IMF, Africa’s economy is growing steadily but this masks differences between countries whose economies are improving (in many cases those rich in natural resources) and those, like Zimbabwe, and more recently, Kenya, whose are going backwards.

• similarly, there are development differences within specific countries. (Sudan has an oilrich but undeveloped south complementing an educated, commercial north with few natural resources). Northern government feels no obligation either to share its wealth with poorer peripheral provinces or to behave well towards them.

• recognition by both the UN Investing in Development: A Practical Plan to achieve the

Millennium Goals and the Commission For Africa that “more aid is needed to meet

Africa’s development needs”. However “outsiders cannot deliver development, it must be done by Africans” (Commission for Africa report).

• Africa’s population continues to increase with nothing like the required rate of economic growth to sustain it. Population growth has been described as the ‘unmentionable’, the elephant in the corner of the room.

• other relevant points.

15 marks

Study Theme 3E – The Politics of Development in Africa
With reference to specific African countries (excluding the Republic of South Africa):
Foreign aid alone is no guarantee of development.

Discuss.

“Pass” and better answers should feature developed, Specific African countries exemplified, knowledge and understanding of: 
The contribution of sources/forms of foreign aid to the development needs of African countries 

Factors that may limit the impact of foreign aid on development 

and 
Balanced comment on/analysis of the suggestion that foreign aid alone is no guarantee of development.

Answers may refer to:
	• sources of foreign aid: international; governmental; non-governmental; the forms they take (grants, donations, loans, advice, short and long-term projects, food aid etc) and their contribution to development 

	• the Millennium Development Goals: eradication of extreme poverty and hunger; achievement of universal primary education; promotion of gender equality and empowerment of women; reduction in child mortality; improvement in maternal health; combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases; environmental sustainability; global partnership for development 

	• misuse of aid – not only confined to military spending by those in authority. In Nigeria, bed nets for protection against the mosquitoes were made into wedding gowns 

	• money does not always go where it is intended 

	• consequences of civil and international strife 

	• questions over the relevance of some aid: many threats to public health do not need hospitals, highly trained clinicians or expensive medical treatment. On the other hand there is little benefit in handing out AIDS drugs without the infrastructure to back them up – major investment in nurses, hospitals, sanitation and utilities 

	• terms of trade policies of the developed world 

	• view that DOHA did not deliver because of the trade policies of poor countries. 50% of what developing countries would gain from fully free trade would come from their own tariff cuts because 1/3 of their exports are to other poor countries and their tariffs are much higher (many relying on tariffs as a source of revenue) 

	• view that the trade liberalisation is no substitution for either domestic reform or foreign aid 

	• view that if Africa increased its share of world trade by just 1%, it would bring an extra £34b per annum (five times what it receives in aid). Freer trade would cut the number of Sub-Saharan Africans in absolute poverty by 60 million 

	• “aid without trade is a lullaby – a song you sing to children to get them to sleep” (Yoweri Musevini) 

	• selective approach of Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative – debts of Somalia and Sudan have not been dropped 

	• view that wiping out debt acts as a disincentive to those trying to become financially stable and rewards those that do not 

	• problems of so-called “failed states” whose people suffer from “bad governance” 

	• NEPAD has accepted that in order to secure foreign aid, African governments must reform and be more transparent in their use of aid from Developed Nations.

	• claims that aid causes corruption, creates dependency and discourages entrepreneurship 

	• view that addressing infrastructure impediments is the most effective way to stimulate poverty reduction and economic growth 

	• even when aid is “properly” used, development does not come overnight; when Zambia’s foreign debt was reduced, most of the savings spent on recruiting teachers and improving health care (fees for basic health care removed). Nevertheless, Zambia remains poor and still depends on aid 

	• recognition by both the UN Investing in Development: A Practical Plan to achieve the Millennium Goals and the Commission for Africa that “more aid is needed to meet Africa’s development needs”. However “outsiders cannot deliver development, it must be done by Africans” (Commission for Africa report) 

	• Millennium Project has set up 12 “research villages” (target of 1000 by 2009) in 10 African countries to pioneer models of development (The Magnificent Seven) that can be copied but there is an admission that successful implementation depends upon foreign aid 

	• other relevant points and issues. 

	15 marks 


PAGE  
7

