Study Theme 3C – The United States of America

Assess the impact of recent immigration on the USA.
“Pass” and better answers should feature developed, exemplified knowledge and

understanding of:

The US immigration debate

The impact of immigration on US society (economic, social, political, cultural, regional)

And

Balanced comment/analysis on the impact overall of immigration on the USA.

Answers may refer to:

• US reputation as ‘land of free’ and history of immigration. Ethnic diversity is cause for celebration.

• Argument that immigrants stimulate the economy in terms of demand for housing, medical care, education and other services.

• Immigrants do many of the low paid jobs that Americans do not want; wages are suppressed and this keeps the US competitive. Many authorities in larger US cities

have instructed enforcement personnel to not comply with federal agencies with regard to illegal immigrants in their jurisdiction.

• Most economists believe immigrants contribute more in the long-term than they cost to assimilate. Most immigrants are young, economically active and often skilled.

• Bush’s ‘Guest Worker’ program attempted to recognise economic benefits of immigration by allowing US employers to sponsor non-US citizens, failed in Congress.

Arizona (and other SW States) is considering setting up its own ‘guest worker program’.

Congress has tried and failed three times to pass an immigration bill.

• Argument that wages levels are forced down by immigrants. There is competition in employment, for housing, etc. Some economists argue that immigration benefits middle class most but hurts poor.

• Cost to US taxpayer for health care, education and welfare payments. 33% use at least one welfare program compared to 19% native.

• ‘US culture’ being overwhelmed. English no longer main language in many areas. Hispanics majority forecast in California by 2030. In 2008, there was an estimated 11-12m illegal immigrants in the US (30% rise since 2000 but numbers now falling).

Many immigrants make no attempt to assimilate.

• In 2007, 37m people in the US were immigrants (1 in 8 of total population with 1 in 3

illegals). Over 1m people became US citizens in 2008.

• Huge investment in US border security; tighter restrictions on legal immigration.

Obama plans to increase border security further. Various States have attempted to reduce access to welfare payments, etc. to illegal immigrants.

• Polls show most in US in favour of tighter controls. Hardening of attitudes especially post 9/11. Patriot Act (and renewal) makes it easier for US authorities to deny access to ‘aliens’. Anti-immigration groups eg ‘Minuteman’.

• Increase in size of minority ethnic vote and importance in 2008 US Presidential election. Nearly 70% of Hispanics voted for Obama.

• Other relevant points.

15 marks

Study Theme 3C – The United States of America

To what extent do ethnic minorities achieve the American Dream?

“Pass” and better answers should feature developed, exemplified knowledge and

understanding of:

The achievement of the American Dream by ethnic minorities.

The non-achievement of the American Dream by ethnic minorities.

And

Balanced comment on/analysis of the extent to which ethnic minorities achieve the

American Dream.

Answers may refer to:

The American Dream as having the freedom that allows all citizens to achieve their goals

in life through hard work; for many it is the opportunity to have financial security, a home, successful career and the ability to send their children to the best schools possible.

Achievement

• Growing black well-educated, well-paid, home-owning, middle class.

• There are many successful Hispanic entrepreneurs, particularly those of Cuban origin.

• Asians build on their educational success to become high earners (especially those of Chinese, Japanese and Korean origin.)

• A number of Native American tribes (California’s Cabazons and New Mexico’s

Sandias) have benefited from the gaming (casino) industry. Others (Arizona’s Navajos) from their control of natural resources.

• Enhanced by a number of high profile appointed & elected ethnic minority political figures. “Disproportionate” representation is due to a number of factors.

• The 2008 election of Barack Obama as president.

Non-Achievement

• Blacks experience twice the average unemployment rate, earn 35% less on average than whites, have lower home ownership rates (48%), are more likely to underachieve in education, to live in crime ridden, almost jobless ghettos and have poorer health and less access to health care.

• 69% of blacks born out of wedlock and 70% of these births are to single (not cohabiting) mothers.

• Only 5% of firms are black-owned, though blacks account for 13% of America’s population.

• Hispanics endure high poverty rates, similar home ownership rates to blacks, slightly lower unemployment rates but a slightly higher average income than blacks, lower educational attainment levels than both blacks and whites, and restricted access to health care.

• 50% of all Hispanic children in America born out of wedlock with more than half of young Hispanic children in families headed by a single mother living below the federal poverty line, compared with 21% raised by a married couple.

• Native American reservations have some of the highest rates of poverty (almost one in three), unemployment, welfare dependency, school dropout, alcoholism, and other indicators of poverty and social distress (life expectancy for Native Americans in

Arizona is 54.7 years) of any communities in the United States.

• 38% of families headed by a Native American single mother live in poverty.

• Part played by Affirmative Action and racial preferences (each of which incur both white and black opposition) in helping blacks achieve the American Dream.

• Julian Bond of the NAACP claims that racism (Jan 6, 2007) is still “epidemic” in

America. Black conservatives, while never denying that racism persists, think it is much less severe than before and no longer the main obstacle to black advancement.

• Black students who study hard are accused of “acting white” and are ostracised by their peers.

• Until the Clinton reforms of the 1990s welfare often paid better than an entry-level job and the counter-culture taught young blacks that working for “chump change” was beneath their dignity.

• Even when blacks earn as much as whites, the whites are typically far wealthier, blacks save, whites invest.

• The sub-prime mortgage crisis likely to cost many blacks their homes.

• Blacks are more likely to be jailed but they do commit proportionately more crimes – the black murder rate (2005) was seven times higher than that for whites and Hispanics combined.

• Other relevant points.
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Assess the effectiveness of Congress and the Supreme Court in checking the powers of the

President.

“Pass” and better answers should feature developed, exemplified knowledge and

understanding of:

The powers of the President of the United States of America

The ways in which Congress and the Supreme Court can check the powers of the President

and

Balanced comment on/analysis of the effectiveness of Congress and the Supreme Court in

checking the powers of the President.

Answers may refer to:

• powers of the President laid out in the Constitution.

• Chief ambassador – determines foreign policy and diplomacy; appoints ambassadors and diplomats.

• may propose legislation at any time; calling a press conference; making an announcement at a public event.

• can issue rules/regulations and instructions (Executive Orders)* that have the force of law and do not need Congressional approval but may be declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court. (*173 in Bush’s first term).

• submits the budget to Congress.

• signs legislation; can refuse to release money for legislation that he disapproves.

• President can issue ‘signing statements’ in which he gives directions about the ways in

which legislation should be understood and interpreted.

• can adjourn/recall Congress but Congress does not have to pass any laws during special sessions.
• may veto legislation. Must act within ten congressional working days of receiving a bill from Congress. Only vetoes bills he is likely to be unsuccessfully challenged on (always studies final passage votes). In 2001-5, Bush was the first president since 1841 to get through an entire 4-year term without using a veto.

• Bush’s first use of the veto was in July 2006 (Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act). A  two-thirds majority vote in both the Senate and the House can override a veto as was the case in November 2007 (a bill authorising spending on water projects) – the first successful overturning of a presidential veto since 1998.

• for a brief period between 1997 and 1998 Clinton had the ‘line item veto’ power until the Supreme Court declared it unconstitutional.

• ‘pocket’ veto can be used only at the end of a congressional session. Congress cannot override.

• runs the executive branch of the federal government and nominates executive branch officials and all federal judges (including the 9 Supreme Court Judges). Senate confirms appointments by simply majority vote.
• may make a ‘recess appointment’. Bush’s recess appointment of John Bolton as US ambassador to the UN bypassed the need for Senate confirmation.

• acts as Commander in Chief of armed forces (has power to wage war while constitutionally Congress declares and funds it); may call out the National Guard.

• In 2002 Bush claimed an inherent presidential authority to order military actions to pre-empt hostile action against the USA. What constitutes a threat is at the discretion of the president.

• Negotiates treaties. Congress scrutinises and a 2/3 Senate majority is required for ratification.

• in 2007 Bush lost the power to negotiate trade deals without Congressional backing.

• may commute a sentence (commuted Lewis ‘Scooter’ Libby’s 30 month prison sentence in 2007) and issue a pardon at any time, even before a crime is charged, but the power to grant pardon does not extend to impeachment.

• appoints the Executive Office of the President.

• may make ‘personal interventions’ and issue ‘statements’. When a Bill banning the ‘cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment of detainees by Americans anywhere in the world’ was signed, a statement was issued reserving the right of the President to flout it.

• the House of Representatives may impeach the President. Senate conducts the trail. (Speaker Pelosi has made it clear that impeachment proceedings against either the Vice-
President or the President are “off the table”).

• Legislative and nominee filibusters.

• Supreme Court can declare the actions of any member of the executive branch, including the President, to be unconstitutional. (Judicial Review).

• when the Supreme Court ruled that Mr Bush had exceeded his authority in setting up, without congressional approval, special military commissions to try some of the

Guantanamo detainees, the President pushed through the 2006 Military Commission Act giving him just such authority.

• Terry Schiavo case (2005).

• resignation of US attorney general Alberto Gonzales seen as a congressional ‘scalp’.

• President often referred to as ‘bargainer-in-chief’.

• No Child Left Behind legislation passed with bipartisan support because the Democrats liked the extra money Bush threw in to sweeten the deal.

• Bush’s reform plans for social security failed – as did those on immigration (but was able to end ‘catch and release’ via an address to the nation).

• Bush found it difficult to get bills through Congress (before Democratic 2006 mid-term elections successes) because of divisions in his own party.

• presidential power traditionally thrives in emergency and crisis conditions.

• claim that Bush has marginalised Congress and established an ‘imperial presidency’.

• second term Presidents seen as ‘lame ducks’.

• other relevant points.

15 marks
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	To what extent do ethnic minorities influence the outcome of elections in the USA?


“Pass” and better answers should feature developed, exemplified knowledge and understanding of: 
Ethnic minority participation in elections in the USA 

The importance of the minority ethnic vote/ethnic minority issues to the outcome of elections in the USA 

and 
Balanced comment on/analysis of the extent to which ethnic minorities influence the outcome of elections in the USA. 

	Answers may refer to: 

	· minorities make up 30% of the US population and their population share is growing, with Hispanics being the fastest growing 

	· minority groups less likely to either register or vote than Whites; only African Americans have registration and turnout in excess of 50% 

	· registration of APIs and Hispanics is less than 40% and turnout fails to reach 30% 

	· for Whites registration is almost 68% and turnout just above 60% 

	· concentration on ethnic minority voters in key ‘swing states’ of California, Texas, New York and Florida gives them disproportionate influence in the presidential elections 

	· growing potential impact of the Hispanic vote in Arizona, Colorado, Nevada and New Mexico 

	· traditionally the ethnic minority vote has gone to the Democratic Party; although a majority for Kerry in 2004, Bush still won the presidential elections 

	· importance of the ethnic minority vote recognised in the composition of the Bush Cabinet 

	· Blacks are most solid in their support of the Democrats (90%); for Hispanics the level of support is 55% and for APIs, 59% 

	· Democrats use a variety of methods to get out the minority vote. Republicans more likely to be accused of using “dirty tricks” to prevent black voters getting to the polls 

	· most of the Democrat Blacks in Congress come from majority Black districts 

	· at local levels, electoral success may depend upon involvement of ethnic minority voters in a coalition with Whites; Antonio R Villariagosa, LA’s first Latino mayor since 1872 was elected in 2005, with 59% of the vote by forging a coalition that included Black voters as well as Latinos and Whites 

	· nine Indian Americans were winners in the November 2006 US elections to national, state and local offices including Minnesota State Senator Chaudhary (Democrat) whose constituency is largely White 

	· view that Hispanic voters – annoyed by the Republican hard line on immigration, turned out in force, and helped the Democrats win the November 2006 congressional elections 

	· both Hillary Clinton and Barack Obahma has been courting the minority vote in their presidential candidate campaigns 

	· thanks to gerrymandering and the ease with which those in power can raise money, usually, 90% of those who run for the House of Representatives tend to be re-elected 


	· importance of gender (women have tended to be more significantly supportive of the Democrat candidate than men); religion (Protestants more pro-Republican and Catholics more pro-Democrat) and the “religious right”; the ‘wealth gap’ – not as influential as it was; geographic region, with the Northeast having become the new heartland of the Democratic Party and the Republicans now in control of the socially-conservative South 

	· in congressional (and presidential) elections the big issues are at present terrorism, the war in Iraq, the economy and jobs and moral issues. However, an alleged racial slur said to have cost the incumbent George Allen (Virginia) his seat in the Senate, losing to the Democrat James Webb by 0.3% of the vote 



	· other relevant points and issues. 

	15 marks 


