
                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

PARENTAL NEWSLETTER January/February 2010 

 
 

FROM THE HEADTEACHER  

 
     A rather belated Happy New Year to you all. 
 

The heavy snows of January meant our return to 
school was delayed by two days as the car park and 
school access routes were blocked. However thanks 
to the hard work of Moray Council and our own 
janitors Davie Mone and Derek Youngson we were 
able to reopen on Monday 11th January and the 
prelims for S4, 5 and 6 went ahead as planned.  
 
This year due to budgetary constraints the exams 
are being invigilated by our own teaching staff. It has 
been very pleasing to see the responsible way our 
students conduct themselves in exam conditions. 
 
The prelims will be followed up by reports to parents 
and a parents’ evening for S4.  The prelims provide 
us with valuable information about students’ 
progress towards their goals. It is vital that parents 
and staff work together in the coming months to 
provide the support and encouragement our young 
people need to achieve success. 
 
Please encourage your young people to put in the 
extra work needed at this time and do not hesitate 
to contact us if we can be of further assistance. 

 
Head Teacher 

 
 
 

       New homework policy 
Home study is vital to progress in learning success in 
examinations. Our Teaching and Learning Group has 
been working on a new homework policy for the 
academy. It is now available in draft form and we 
would appreciate your comments before it is 
finalised. The draft policy and online response 
questionnaires are available on the school website. 
 

 

 Elgin Academy Responsible Citizens 
 

       Bin it to Win it  
Responsible citizens don’t drop litter. In Elgin 
Academy we try to reinforce this message 
constantly. As part of our ongoing campaign against 
litter in and around the school grounds, we mounted 
a campaign of positive reinforcement. Every time a 
student was seen putting litter in a bin they were 
given a ticket and a chance to win a Nintendo Wii. 
The draw for the Wii was made on Friday 22nd 
December by Mr Ian Lumsden of Mansell’s and was 
won by Rhys Gorman in S2. Well done Rhys and a big 
thank you to Mansell’s for sponsoring the event. 

 

 
       
       Caribbean day for Haiti 

Friday 29th January was designated Caribbean day to 
raise funds for aid to Haiti. By dressing in a variety of 
bright colours staff and students raised £517.11. 



        
       New style reports  

This year all our reports are being written in the 
same style using our new MIS system SEEMIS. We 
hope that you will find the reports helpful in 
supporting your son/daughter’s progress. We are 
keen to hear your views on how helpful the reports 
were, so please take a few moments to fill out the 
response form on the school website. 
 

       P7 Parents 
A very pleasant evening was spent on 20th January 
with P7 parents. Mrs Salvage gave a presentation on 
the new curriculum which will begin to be 
implemented in August 2010. The senior leadership 
team and pastoral staff were on hand to answer 
questions and our S6 took parents on a tour of the 
school. A presentation on the new building was on 
display and generated great excitement. 
 

        UKMT Maths Challenge 
On Thursday 4th February, 42 Elgin Academy 
students in 3rd and 4th Year competed in the UKMT 
Maths Challenge. Schools all over the UK also took 
the Challenge on the same day and the top 40% of 
students will receive a gold, silver or bronze 
certificate. Top performing students are invited to 
participate in the Junior Mathematical Olympiad 
which will take place later this year. We wish all of 
our participants every success! 

 

Ski Trip 
18 pupils from S1-3, under the leadership of         
Mrs Grant and Mr Campbell, are heading to Valloire 
in the French Alps from the 7-14 February.       
Again, this is a joint trip with Nairn Academy and a 
direct flight from Inverness to Grenoble saves the 
long journey to Glasgow. 
 
Valloire is a very pretty French village with a local 
market and the pupils are encouraged to practise 
their French as well as learning or improving their 
skiing. The slopes are suitable for all levels from 
complete beginners to advanced skiers and we have 
a mixture of both in the party. 
 
The trip is an excellent opportunity for pupils to 
share a room, mix with different people and 
experience a different culture and become more 
confident away from home. 

 
 
 
 

 

       South Africa LINKS - Mzomhle day 
Following on our successful visit by students and 
staff to Mzomhle High School in Mdantsane 
township, the LINKs group are working hard to raise 
money to allow a member of staff and student from 
Mzomhle to visit us here.  Previous visits have been 
of enormous value to the staff and students 
selected. A special Mzomhle day is being held on 
Tuesday 9th February when staff and students are 
asked to dress in Mzomhle colours (brown and 
yellow) or in the colours of the South African flag. 
Donations of £1 for the privilege will be collected 
and there will also be stalls and a raffle at lunchtime.   

 

       Art Dept Mural Group 
       A group of young people from the Academy are 

currently working on a mural for our local police 
station. The group meets every Thursday lunchtime 
and we await the outcome of their work. 

 

   ‘A+’ response to school talk! 
   The final year at school can be a fantastically hectic 

time. With increased independence, driving lessons, 
decisions about work or further study, senior pupils 
really are in the driving seat with regard to decisions 
about their future. This busy time can sometimes 
lead to one other crucial life choice being 
overlooked - the choice to become a Blood Donor. 

 
    Currently only 5% of Scotland’s population give 

blood, yet each of us would rightly expect blood 
stocks to be available should we need it. In a bid to 
raise awareness of this situation and encourage 
more young people to play their part, Elgin 
Academy joined forces with the Scottish National 
Blood Transfusion Service to encourage young 
people to take action.  

 
    Approximately 85 S6 pupils from the school 

participated in an information session held at the 
Academy, which explained the constant need for 
new blood donors and highlighted the crucial role 
young people can play. 

 
    As Donor Recruitment Officer Claire Auton explains, 

“We are aware of the great value that school 
initiatives like these have on our new donor figures.  
A recent retention study gave a clear indication that 
the donors recruited directly from school talks 
continue to donate throughout their lives.”  

 

    
 



 
Badminton Club 
Since the beginning of this term Badminton Club 
has been held in the main Sports hall, every 
Wednesday from 3.45 until 5pm. So far it has been 
well attended with at least 24 students attending 
each session. Students of all ages and abilities have 
the opportunity to receive coaching, practise their 
strokes, play competitive matches and generally 
have fun playing this very active and competitive 
sport.  

 
Congratulations to Callum Alexander 1.2 Seafield  
Callum came 12th in the Keith cross country race  
(5th Dec 2009), 9th in the Forres cross country       
(23rd Jan 2010) and 9th in the Nairn cross country 
race (30 Jan 2010).  Well Done, Callum.  
 

Football Calendar 2010  
Football Calendar for 2010 which includes pictures 
of all Elgin Academy teams is now available to 
purchase.  Price £5.00.  Available from Mr Davidson. 
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18 Bracelets (possible sets); 1 necklace; 1 ring;         
1 watch; 2 bird pins (from HE Department);  1 glove; 
1 ear-ring.  If any of the above items belong to your 
son/daughter, they can be collected from the top 
office.     

 

Receiving Newsletters 
Some of you may be reading this on our website, 
others will have received it by email. If you are still 
receiving a paper copy and would like it by email or 
via the website, please complete the attached tear 
off slip and return it to the school office, via your 
son/daughter’s Registration teacher. 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

In future I would like to receive newsletters 

 via the website 

 a paper copy 

 by email -  
 

            ……………………………………………… 
                 Parental Email Address 
 
Name of pupil: 

Class: 

 
Please return to Elgin Academy school office 
via your son/daughterôs Registration teacher. 

 
   ‘A+’ response to school talk!  (contd.) 

She continues, “Early figures indicate that following 
the talk, 33 students from the Academy then went 
on to attend the Give Blood session taking place at 
Elgin Town Hall – a truly fantastic response! We are 
delighted that Elgin Academy staff welcome us to 
their school and play such an active role in 
encouraging their senior pupils to consider 
becoming a donor. With both teaching and pupil 
support we can continue the daily battle we face to 
maintain essential blood stocks.” 

 
With their responsible citizenship and positive 
attitude to giving blood, Elgin Academy pupils are 
setting a great example. Well done everyone! 

 

 
International Students 
For a number of years now one or two students from 
other countries have joined our sixth year. These 
students without exception have a wonderful time 
studying here and have also contributed greatly to 
the life of the school. 
 
The new students for next year are already coming 
through and Anna-Mary Overing, International  
Exchange Coordinator, is on the lookout for new host 
families for the coming school year. If you think you 
might be able to help with this please contact         
Mr Davidson.       
 
             

 Dates for Your Diary 

February 
Wednesday 10th Industry Awareness Day 
Thursday 11th Holiday (Occasional day) 
Friday 12th  Holiday (Occasional day) 
Monday 15th Holiday (Mid Term) 
Wednesday 17th S4 Parents’ Evening 

March   
Tuesday 9th  Equal Opportunities Day 
Friday 26th  Assemblies/Sponsored Walk/  
   End of Term 
April   
Monday 12th Start of Term  
Monday 19th  Start of S3 exams (until 27th) 
Wednesday 28th Start of S4 Study Leave 
 
May 
Monday 3rd  May Day Holiday                     

Wednesday 12th Start of S5/6 Study Leave 

 


