Advanced Higher 
Biology

Course Information 

General information

Students will be issued with Monographs for each unit in the course.

Well-organised notes are of great benefit and students should get into the habit of organising their notes right from the start of the course.

Taking responsibility for your own learning.
The pace of the course is very fast and it is essential that you keep up to date with your work. This will probably involve time spent every night completing class work or preparing for the next lesson. If you are absent it is essential that you catch up the work missed iii your own time. Your teacher will give any support or advice needed for you to do this.

Background Reading

It is important in Advanced Higher that students read as widely as possible about Science, and Biology in particular. Articles in Science magazines (e.g. New Scientist, Nature,) and in newspapers such as The Independent, The Times, The Scotsman, and Sunday newspapers, provide lots of stimulating and up-to-date Biology articles. There are many ethical issues of major importance in Biology today such as human cloning or GM Technology. It should be the aim of all AH Biology students to be informed about these issues and be able to contribute to discussions on the major Biology topics of the day.

Homework Assignments

Advanced Higher develops knowledge and understanding to a much greater depth than at Higher level. There is a large body of knowledge to be mastered and keeping on top of it through the course is the preferred learning strategy.

Regular assignments will be given, including structured questions and extended response questions, and meeting deadlines promptly will be essential. Students will be given a weeks notice of these assignments and teachers will mark and return them as quickly as possible.

Each student has to carry out a 20 hour Investigation. This provides the opportunity to study a selected biological topic, of interest to the individual, in depth. You will be expected to produce an extended piece of scientific work from your own experimental observation in class, research and survey work.

Students will also need to organise study time to allow adequate revision for unit assessments, prelim exam and the final course exam. A deadline will be set and should be met for the submission of the investigation.
Assessment

You must be clear about the difference between course assessment and unit assessment.
Unit Assessment

There are two 40-hour units and one 20-hour unit in the course, each with a Unit Assessment. The assessment paper is provided by the SQA and consists of structured questions KU and PS. To pass the unit assessment in any of the units you must score at least 26/40. The questions in the unit assessment are at C pass level.

To gain the unit award you must also pass a written report for one experiment during the course. Support will be given for this and you may redraft as necessary.

Both the unit assessment and report are carried out in school under exam conditions and marked by your class teacher. The unit assessment paper and report will be retained in your file, as they may be needed for the SQA moderation.

If you do not pass the unit assessment first time students have one other opportunity to be reassessed.

Investigation
In addition to the 3 units, students carry out a 20-hour Investigation which will count towards 20 % of the course award. The investigation provides an opportunity for individuals to show motivation and organisational ability. The investigation report should not exceed 2500 words in length. The investigation will be externally marked.

Course Assessment

To gain the Advanced Higher Biology course award you must pass the course exam. The SQA sets this assessment paper and it counts for 80 % of the course award. The paper is sat in school under exam conditions in May and marked by SQA markers.

The paper consists of the following:

Section A -
25 Multiple Choice questions on the 2 mandatory units
Section B -
Structured, Data Handling and Extended Response questions (55 marks), based on the 2 mandatory units
Section C -
Structured, Data Handling and Extended response question (20 marks) on the optional unit

Questions will be much more demanding than in the unit assessment. Course awards will be graded at A, B, C, or D level
Ideas

Biology at this level is about ideas and how to develop them.  It is about looking at facts, understanding them and learning them and thinking broadly about new hypotheses.  Your teacher will expect you to be keen, willing and show initiative in your work.  So – GOOD LUCK!









