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Course Information
General Information
Each student will be issued with a copy of the course textbook, to be returned at the end of the course.

Well organised notes are of great benefit and students should get into the habit of organising their notes right from the start of the course.  Useful items include A4 folders, ring reinforcements, polypockets, highlighter pens and A4 section dividers.

Taking responsibility for your own Learning

The pace of the course is very fast. The style of teaching will be different from Standard Grade. It is essential that you keep up to date with your work. This will probably involve some time every night, completing the class work and preparing for the next lesson. If you are absent it is essential that you make up the work you missed at home. Your teacher will give any help or advice needed for you to do this.

Assessment
You must be clear about the difference between course assessment and unit assessment. The course is more than the sum of the units.

Unit Award: Internally assessed

There are 3 units in the course (see course outline)

Each unit should last for 40 hours. The assessment Paper is provided by the SQA and consists of structured questions (24 KU and I6PS) worth 40 marks. To pass the unit assessment you must score at least 26/40. The questions in the unit assessment are at a C level. The test lasts about 45-60 minutes.

To gain the unit awards you must also pass a written report for one experiment during the course. Support will be given for this and you may redraft as necessary
These assessments are carried out in school under exam conditions and marked by your class teacher. These tests and your report will be retained in your file as they may be needed for SQA moderation.

Reassessment: if you do not pass the unit first time you may have one other opportunity to sit it.

Course award: External assessment
To gain ‘Higher Biology’ you must pass the course exam. This paper is set by the SQA, sat in school under exam conditions in May and marked by the SQA markers.

The paper consists of:

· Multiple Choice Questions (30 marks)

· Structured questions (KU and PS) these will be more demanding than the unit assessments

· 2 Extended Response (essay type) questions(2O marks- 10 marks each)

Course awards are graded A, B or C

Homework Assignment
Probably the most important homework you can do is your nightly revision of the days work. There is a large body of knowledge to be mastered in Higher Biology and keeping on top of it through out the course is far better than leaving it all to learn till the end.

In addition to this you will be given weekly class homework. This may be structured, extended response or problem solving questions. Meeting deadlines is important and homework should always be handed in or before the assigned date. You will be given a weeks notice of these assignments. Your teacher will mark and return them as quickly as possible.

You will need to organise your work to allow adequate revision for unit assessments, the prelim and final course exam. These are your responsibility but your teacher will provide advice and support as necessary. Do not be afraid to ask for extra help

Core Skills

By completing Higher Biology you will also gain the 3 components of the Problem Solving core skill and the Using Graphical Information core skill at Higher level.



What can I expect from my teacher?





- Support and time in practising the skills I need e.g. extended writing, answering multiple choice questions





- Regular homework (quickly marked) to monitor my progress and give me feedback





- My course broken up into small sections I can cope with





- Clear guidance on what I need to learn





- Support materials      - summary sheets


-  guidelines for report writing


- guidelines for report writing


- a copy of the textbook (to be returned)


- copies of course booklets (to be returned)











What is expected of me?





- Regular attendance





- Keeping my work/notes up to date (this may involve finishing off work at home)





- Commitment to the unit/course





- A responsible attitude to homework





- Meeting deadlines








