Standard Grade Biology

Course Information for Pupils and Parents
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Starting Standard Grade Biology

You are about to start on the two year standard grade biology course. Here are some things you might like to know. You should keep this sheet in the front of your folder for reference.

What the course is about

Biology is the study of living things; plants and animals. During the course you will learn about the structures of living things, how they work and how they interact.

The biology department is fully resourced to support the course, with microscopes, models, visual aids, video tapes and access to computers. Fieldwork makes use of the school area and at least one field study day is made to Newton nursery and Culbin forest.

How the course is organised

There are seven topics in this Standard Grade course. You will study four of these topics in first year and three in fourth year. Each topic consists of a number of sub topics.

Topic 1 — The Biosphere (the environment)

You will study the environment and the living things found in different habitats. You will also learn how humans have affected their natural environment. There are three sub-topics:

a) Investigating an Ecosystem

b) How it Works

c) Control and Management

Topic 2 — The World of Plants

You will learn about the structure of plants and how they live and grow. You will also study the many ways that humans can make use of plants. There are three sub topics:

a) Introducing Plants

b) Growing Plants

c) Making Food

Topic 3 - Animal Survival

You will study how our bodies work and learn about animal behaviour. There are four sub-topics:

a) The Need for Food

b) Reproduction

c) Water and Waste

d) Responding to the Environment
Topic 4 — Investigating Cells

You will investigate what cells are, their structures and how they work. There are five sub-topics:

a) Investigating Living Cells

b) Investigating Diffusion

c) Investigating Cell Division

d) Investigating Enzymes

e) Investigating Aerobic Respiration

Topic 5 — The Body in Action

During this topic you will study how the body is built, how it gets energy and some aspects of health and fitness. There are four sub-topics:

a) Movement

b) The Need for Energy

c) Co-ordination

d) Changing Levels of Performance

Topic 6 Inheritance

You will learn about the similarities and differences between living organisms and how characteristics are passed on to the next generation. There are three sub-topics:

a) Variation

b) What is Inheritance?

c) Genetics and Society

Topic 7 — Biotechnology

You will study the industrial applications of biological processes. There are three sub-topics:

a) Living Factories

b) Problems and Profit with Waste

c) Reprogramming Microbes

How you will be assessed

You will be assessed regularly throughout the course in a number of ways:

1. Your work will he checked regularly by your teacher

2. Homework will be given and handed in by a set date

3. There will be a test at the end of each topic. You will be expected to revise for this in your own time.

4. There is an S3 exam after Easter of your third year and a prelini in the Januray of your fourth year.

5. At the end of the course you will sit your final exam, assessing all that you have learnt in the two years of your biology course.

Grading

The Standard Grade course is assessed at Credit and General Levels.

Assessments are made in three areas:

1. Knowledge and Understanding (KU)

2. Problem Solving (PS)

3. Practical Abilities (PA)
You will receive one overall grade for the course: this will be an average of your KU, PS and PA wades. Your KU and PS grades will be determined by your final, fourth year exam. The practical grade comes from 10 practical techniques and 2 investigations, which will be carried out in class during the two years of the course.

Grades for KU and PS are decided by how many marks are scored as a percentage as follows:

	
	General Paper
	Credit Paper

	More than 75%
	Grade 3
	Grade 1

	More than 50%
	Grade 4
	Grade 2


A score of less than 50% in the General paper will be given a grade 5, a score of less than 40% in this paper is given a grade 7.

Pupil’s responsibilities

Homework

1. You should read over your notes regularly at home to remind yourself of what you have studied. Ask your teacher the next day about anything you haven’t understood. You may wish to rewrite your class notes using the textbook to add extra information.

2. After an absence you should borrow a complete set of notes in order to catch up what you have missed

3. Homework should be recorded in your homework diary and must be completed on time. Your parents will be informed if your homework is not

completed.

Other Responsibilities

1. Keep your folder of notes organised into sections to allow easy revision and finding information for homework.

2. Look after your textbook, use it regularly and return it in good condition.

3. Bring your notes, pencil, pen eraser and ruler with you to every lesson.

We hope you enjoy your Standard Grade Biology course, if there is anything else you would like to know, please ask your teacher.

Good Luck!

Parents

Please sign below to show you are familiar with the course and your son/daughters responsibilities.

Parents signature.... ___________________________
Date _____________









