Parental Guide to Standard Grade Chemistry in Elgin Academy

The object in producing this document is to give you as a parent or guardian information about the course and the expectations which we have of our pupils. Hopefully, together we can encourage good study habits which can lead to success.
In Elgin Academy the course consists of 7 topics of work.  Formal assessments take place on a regular basis (see later). Major examinations are held in April/May of third year and January/February of fourth year (prelim).
Each topic has a cover sheet, a set of learning outcomes and a summary file. The cover sheet gives the opportunity for pupils to reflect on their progress. Test scores and homework should also be recorded on these.

Homework, formal and informal, is a valuable and essential part of the course. Exercises are to be completed and handed in for each topic. Teachers will give reasonable notice of submission dates.
It is essential that all pupils keep accurate and neat notes which are to be revised regularly at home. At the end of each topic, notes should be kept at home with only current topic notes being carried to school. Pupils are offered copy of the ‘study mate’ text book, which is kept at home, for regular revision. It contains questions and answers for practice throughout the course. Problem solving questions will also he supplied in booklets to be used in class and at home.

In the event of absence for any reason it is clearly the responsibility of the pupil to catch up any notes which have been missed as soon as possible.
The overall grade in Chemistry is compiled from the three elements ‘knowledge and understanding’, ‘problem solving’ and ‘practical abilities’ weighted 2:2:1. The first two elements are assessed in the terminal examination in May/June of fourth year while ‘practical abilities’ is internally assessed throughout the course.
We would expect most pupils to have completed their practical assessments by Christmas of fourth year. However, there may be circumstances such as absence which prevent the completion of practical assessments by this time. These pupils would be expected to make arrangements with their class teacher to carry out these assessments by the end of the prelim period, with the departmental deadline being the end of February.
We hold a large stock of past papers which pupils may borrow in preparation for their prelim and S Grade exams. Answer files are also available in school for pupils to check their work.

	Unit name
	Expected completion date
	Assessment

	Introduction to Chemistry


	Early September S3
	end of unit test covering KU and PS

	Oil






	End November S3


	end of unit test covering KU and PS

	Food and Polymers





	Mid March of S3


	end of unit test covering KU and PS

	Topic 4









	Mid April of S3


	

	Third Year Examination



	Topic 7



	Mid May of S3


	Topic 4+7 test covering KU and PS

	Investigations


	Acids and Alkalis
	End November of S4
	end of unit test covering KU and PS

	Prelim


	Metals
	Early April of S4
	end of unit test covering KU and PS


