②   Drama Evaluation Pinocchio

I recently went to see a pantomime named 'Pinocchio' at the Byre Theatre in St Andrews. Throughout the pantomime I was very impressed and grabbed by the antics of two characters. These characters were a fox and a cat. Played by Richard Comlon and Jim Webster. These two characters were in the original Pinocchio story, but were adjusted to create more interest and show more of the idea that it was a pantomime. Their main role was to get in the way of Pinocchio's dream and desire to become 'a real boy.' They did this very well with the addition of humour throughout the pantomime. The two characters were introduced to us quite quickly. They entered the stage from the right with very convincing costume. Showing instantly what animals they were meant to be. To get their characters over, they used a song and dance with synchronised actions and lyrics that were provoking and at times quite funny. Some of their lyrics were quite complex for young primary children, who were their target audience. However this did not matter too much as their actions, costumes and facial expression were what grabbed the attention of the young audience. They used words such as 'we hate children' and the fox used his fox hunting whip to provoke boos and hisses from the audience. Audience participation is always one of the most important aspects of a pantomime, provoking the audience and by involving them makes it more enjoyable for its target audience.

The fox and the cat built up a close relationship through the pantomime. It was obvious from the start that the fox was the leader and cunning one whilst the cat was his slightly oblivious and slightly stupid side kick. This kept the audience's interest and I found myself becoming excited every time they came onto the stage. They worked as a pair, always co-ordinated and with something new to try in every scene. Their movement was very like animal's. They would bounce about and hold themselves in positions a human wouldn't, slightly crouched over and hunched, tiptoeing with the elegance of a cat, the cat also went down on all fours in one scene. When exiting the stage they tip toed in time with music, a mirror image of each other. This gave the effect that they had been up to something 'no good' and we knew when they were leaving the scene.

I especially warmed to the fox. Even though he was a 'baddie' I couldn't help but keep my staring eyes on him whenever he was around. The make-up and costume was superb. A definite fox. He even, ironically had a fox hunting jacket, hat and whip. The whip which he used when pointing and having a go at people in the audience and other characters on stage. He also used it to bring everyone's attention back to him by slapping it on the floor, showing he had a higher status than any other character on stage. I think this costume was used because it was ironic for a fox to be wearing a fox hunters outfit and made it amusing for the audience.
The theatre arts through out the play were impressive and inspirational to me. Music was important because it created atmosphere and set the scene without the help of props or words from the actors. The main art I was impressed by was costume. All the characters had superb costume: Pinocchio had mismatching socks with young child blazer-suit; the cat had a striped, tiger like suit; the fox's was excellent with riding shoes, jacket, trousers and hat; the fairy had a light blue, slivery dress with gossamer wings whilst Gepetto had an old, ancient looking brown suit which didn't fit him too well.

Another theatre art that they used to its full effect was music. The fox and the cat had a duet at the beginning to music, which was very good and the audience loved it. It was a catchy piece which along with some well chosen lyrics and actions came off very well. Another time when music was especially prominent was at Mozzoreli's circus. Pinocchio danced and showed off his skills in show business to music with a distinctly italian feel. Some italian opera music was also used in the same scene with Pinocchio and Mozzoreli which kept the mood bright whilst the atmosphere on stage was a little down as Pinocchio had to choose between himself and his good friend Harlequin. Music, again set the atmosphere in this scene and really put across the fact that it was a circus Pinocchio was in.

Sound effects were used through out the pantomime. There were a number of voice overs where actors spoke for the cricket and blackbird after they had been set upon by the fox and the cat. Voice overs were used so more characters weren't needed, this also gave the impression that the cricket and the blackbird were real and could talk, whilst keeping them closer to life size. Sound effects such as the rustling of leaves, the sound of birds chirping and birds whistling was used. This helped to set the scene very well without having to be told that Pinocchio was out in the country. This made it easier for the younger audience to understand and follow as they could relate to their own experiences of the countryside and woods as they know it. Between scenes a small model of the set in that scene was placed in either DSR or DSL. This also helped to set the scene and show the younger audience what was happening. This was effective because if there was any confusion, if props on stage changed, especially with such a young audience, they could just look at the side and see what was happening in that certain scene. Minimal change over of props such as rostra blocks etc. were changed during scene. This was done by having only a few props and each prop having multiple uses. A few times trucks were used between scenes for the pleasure island roundabout and Geppeto's workshop. Geppeto's work bench was a truck and was used twice. Once a workbench when he carved his piece of wood and a second time for Pinnochio's arrival from his cocoon of the truck.

Lighting through the play mainly consisted of primary colours such as red's and blues. The stage was usually well lit except for the introduction with the fairy and the end climax as Gepetto and Pinocchio were supposedly finished by being eaten by a whale. Blue lighting was used along with a parachute to simulate the sea. This was effective because it was a simple idea which worked very well as it left the audience with no doubt what it was. It was used by holding on to two corners then bringing it sharply upwards then downwards to create waves through the material which beautifully simulated the sea.

The one main convention that stands out from the pantomime was the use of narration. The fairy was the narrator in the introduction and she helped to set the scene. After a few scenes she began to become a character in the story and would interact with other characters on stage whilst still swapping to her Narrator role. This was very effective and worked very well. This is because she set the scene beautifully. It meant that the younger children in the story were told what was going on and not shown which was much easier for them to understand.

My overall impression of Pinocchio was a positive one. I would like to go and see it again. However, I felt that the Pinocchio was portrayed well through the actor Alison Cowell. I felt she was far too squeaky and energetic than for the character she was playing. I found myself cringing whenever she came on and very quickly I was supporting the fox and his sidekick. To improve her character I would have preferred that she lowered the pitch of her voice a bit and slowed down the pace. To begin with she walked like a wooden boy but began to lose it as the play grew on. Walking with no grace and without much bend in the knees worked well to begin with but when she started to walk much more normally like any other person, I found she lost part of her character.

The target audience was generally for young primary school children and their grandparents. However I feel that for the most it was not too child orientated and I felt as if they were talking to my age group. Sometimes their name calling went down the age ladder which was slightly annoying because I felt that I has left them behind at primary school.

As for other improvements I think it worked well as it was and any improvements would only be slight adjustments. I would have liked to see the fox get up to more of his antics as afterwards I felt as if I could have watched him all day. Overall, I enjoyed the pantomime and it was useful for me as it used a lot of theatre arts which I could incorporate in a drama performance in the future.

