Explain why Wallace won the Battle of Stirling Bridge
8

Stirling was the key to control of Scotland and despite having a better army tactical failures led to a Scottish victory.

The English army greatly outnumbered the Scots and were confident of victory.

The Scots were on high ground on Abbey Craig which gave them the opportunity to see the English troops. Despite the suggestion that the army should cross the river at the ford they proceeded towards the bridge. The marshy ground and the narrowness of the bridge meant that the English army could make little progress towards the Scots.

When some of the English troops crossed the bridge Wallace gave the signal to attack. They charged down the hill with spears and swords and the English army were trapped on the bridge.

The bridge collapsed and many drowned. The rest were slaughtered by Wallace’s men. Cressingham, one of the English leaders was killed and Warenne fled the battle scene. It was a great victory for Wallace.

In conclusion, therefore, Wallace won because of bad English planning and over confidence.
