German Foreign Policy 1924 – 29

Context – The years 1924 – 29 were known as the ‘Stresemann era’ – a time when Gustav Stresemann worked himself to death in an effort to improve Germany’s standing in Europe. He was actually awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1926 for his diplomatic achievements. Further research and the publication of his diaries have revealed new insight into the man and his politics.

· What were his foreign policy aims?

· What were his achievements?

· Review – how successful was he? Was he a ‘good European or a ‘good German’

Foreign policy aims 

Broad strategy – 

Details – 

This would achieve - 

Achievements – 

· Reparations

· Treaty of Locarno 1925 

· Entry into the League of Nations 

· Treaty of Berlin 1926

· Allied Occupation

· Disarmament

How successful?


Before a measure of success can be drawn it is wise to put into context the enormity of the task. Stresemann had to walk a tightrope of trying to appear moderate to foreign statesmen in order to gain concessions while using nationalist rhetoric to maintain domestic support. There is some debate as to whether he was a ‘good European’ working with the European order to gain concessions or a ‘good German’ putting German’s interests first; in fact some historians stress parallels and continuity with the foreign policy of Nazi Germany. The publication of his diaries in full would seem to indicate evidence for the ‘good German’


By any measure he was successful. The Dawes and Young plans had redressed German’s economic disadvantages, considerable relaxing of military supervision had been achieved and through signing Locarno and joining the League of Nations Germany’ European status had improved beyond doubt. “ Stresemann gained most of his list, and no man in the Weimar Republic did more to destroy the Versailles Treaty” (Sally Marks) Most historians of the post 1945 era stress the ‘good European’ interpretation as an attempt to establish a respectable tradition of German foreign policy.

However most of Versailles still remained and Peukert argues that by 1929 his policies had ceased to work. He did not achieve the support of the left who distrusted his nationalist past nor the right who resented his conciliatory approach. In the final analysis he died prematurely and we do not know what would have been achieved if the later economic problems f 1929 had not materialised. Almost all recent

not research agrees that Stresemann was a calculating realist, nationalist and power politician although this was no different to any other contemporary European leader. “Stresemann regarded all the ‘stages’ in his foreign policy as steps towards the restoration of German power. (Kolb) and the ‘acquiescence of the western powers was the cornerstone’ of this policy (Turner) 
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