Nazi Seizure and Consolidation of Power

30 Jan 1933 – Hitler appointed Cnancellor. Frick and Goering only other Nazis in the cabinet.

Feb 1933 – Elections but no Nazi majority. The new Government was a coalition.

4 Feb 1933 – By Presidential decree the assumption of power to forbid public meetings and ban newspapers.

6 Feb 1933 – Prussia brought under Goering’s control. S.A. made auxiliary police and violence against opponents was legalised.

28 Feb1933 – Reichstag fire. Blamed on Communist. New law with power to arrest individuals. KPD banned. 25,000 jailed in Prussia alone.

23 March 1933 – Enabling Bill passed. This legalised transfer of full power to the Chancellor for four years.

Why was the Enabling Law passed?

The parties had bowed to the inevitable, hoping to shape events. Hinderburg and von Papen were still there as a conservative check to Nazi excess. The KPD were mostly under arrest. Personal pressure was brought to bear on the politicians. The only party to vote against were the SPD.

The process of Gleichschaltung (coordination ) took two forms

Ad-hoc “coup d’etat tactics from below

This consisted of the S.A. given license to wage a campaign of violence. They assumed control by force of the local government offices. The Party had always been strong in the localities and many local council officials were replaced by party members in an orgy of “jobs for the boys” This violence was reinforced by vicious propaganda.

Pseudo legal assumption of control from above

7 April 1933 – “ Law on the re-establishment of the career civil service”. Non Aryans and political threats purged. Freedom of legal profession limited and brought under Nazi control.

2 May 1933 – Trade union Offices seized. All unions now under DAF(Labour Front)

May 1933 – Schools coordinated. Nazi teachers organisation “Lehrerbund”

June 1933- Employment Laws. State control of policy.

14 July – Law against the formation of new political parties. Concordat with the Pope. Catholic Church given freedom as along as they did not interfere. International prestige for the regime.

14 October Reichstag dissolved.

