The Nazi Seizure (Machtergreifung) and Consolidation (Gleichschaltung) of Power in Germany
“force or consent”


“terror or legality”

1923 Munich Putsch

French Revolution



Russian Revolution

“….a symbiosis of legality and terror……..a classic interplay of legal authorisation from the highest level of government with a mixture of threats, blackmail and terrorism at local level…”

Terror/violence
· S.A. street brawls
· Intimidation of political opponents, trade unions and Jews.
· Compliance of law courts
· Takeover of Prussian Police force
· Reichstag Fire 

· Threats leading to Enabling bill

· Concentration camps

· Aryanisation

· S.S./Gestapo
· Propaganda

· Destruction of S.A.

“…a revolution from below..” (Hitler)  “…Hitler’s revolution of destruction…”(Rauschning)

Legality
· Electioneering
· Courting favour with industrialists, Hugenberg etc
· Standing for President March 1933
· Emergency decrees Feb1933
· Enabling Law
· One Party state
· Laws/concessions – Churches, workers, farmers, civil service
· Army oath
· Plebiscites
· Widespread consent and collaboration
“the Enabling act provided the legal basis for the regime…” (Pridham+Noakes)

“…the rapidity of the transformation was brought about by…legal measures, terror ,manipulation-and willing collaboration…” (Kershaw)
