WEIMAR REPUBLIC 1924 – 1929

There are two possible essays from this section.

(a) A general assessment of the Weimar Republic charting its successes and failures leading to an overall conclusion.

(b) A more specific assessment of German foreign policy under Gustav Stresemann.

“The apparent stability of the ‘golden years’ hid acute tensions” How far would you agree with this assessment of the period 1924-9?

Context


By 1923 the Weimar Republic had survived threats from the right and left and also the chaos of hyperinflation 1924 –9 has been called the both the ‘golden years’ and a ‘facade of relative stability’ (Fulbrook)

(a) Background – a republic without republicans’ (Bookbinder)

(b) Economic recovery

(c) Weimar culture

(d) Welfare state

(e) Foreign policy

Background

· The parties

· ‘stab in the back

· the flag controversy

· 1925 – Hindenburg President

· Gustav Stresemann

Economic Recovery

· Currency stable

· No return to inflation

· Foreign investment

· Some economic growth

· Some prosperity and return of confidence

But

· Heavily dependant on foreign investment

· High government spending

· Agricultural depression 1928

· Economic performance gained mixed support – 

“It is generally accepted that the economic situation in Germany was highly precarious even before the great depression”(Kolb)

“A dangerous volcano”(Stresemann) 

Borkhardt – 

Holtfrerich – 

Weimar Culture

“In the richness and variety of its cultural achievements the Weimar period is second to none in German history”(Craig)

Berthold Brecht

Walther Gropius

Heartfield and Grosz

Culture reflected optimism, excitement and democratisation. However it gave the Republic’s enemies a stick to beat it with. (‘filth and rubbish’) and much of the cultural expression of the time was critical of the government.

Welfare State
Weimar Constitution

Exaggerated expectations of the workers. Resentment of the elite. (‘trade union state’). Employers hit back

Ruhr lockout 1928

Obvious social tensions. “ The Weimar Republic was an overstrained welfare state”

Foreign Policy

· Policy of Fulfilment

· Reparations

· Locarno Pact 1925

· League of Nations 1926

By most measures German foreign policy was successful but Stresemann earned the hatred of the extreme right. See p27

Conclusion – see p 97

Compared to the previous 5 years the ’golden years’ were certainly stable but compared to other democracies Germany was still very volatile as is illustrated by the continuing political violence. “a political system in which there was such ready and widespread resort to the club, knuckle-duster, broken bottle and revolver clearly cannot be said to be a healthy one” (White)

“Germany’s golden years rested on shaky foundations” (Richard Bessel)

“The era of Stresemann was the high noon of the WeimarRepublic”(Pulzer)

